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UTAH STATE STATISTICS RELATED TO WOMEN AND GIRLS 
 
A Few Summary Stats from 2014/15/16 
 

 
(SOURCE: http://nwlc.org/state/utah/ ) 
 
In 2015, the Institute for Women’s Policy Research (iwpr.org) ranked Utah 39th in the country with an 
overall grade of D on key indicators of women’s status: 

• Political participation composite rank – 50th in the nation, grade F 
• Employment and earnings composite rank – 39th in the nation, grade D 
• Work and family composite rank – 50th in the nation, grade F 
• Poverty and opportunity composite rank – 29th in the nation, grade C- 
• Reproductive rights composite rank – 37th in the nation, grade C- 
• Health and well-being composite rank – 4th in the nation, grade B 

 
(SOURCE: http://statusofwomendata.org/app/themes/witsfull/factsheets/factsheet-utah.pdf ) 
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Note the difference between working-age men and women. 

 
(SOURCE: https://talkpoverty.org/state-year-report/utah-2016-report/ ) 
 
Gender Wage Gap 
 
“The same discriminatory thinking lies behind the continuing gender gap in pay and why there are still so 
few women in office in the West. The root of this prejudice lies deep in our histories, but its impact is felt 
every day. It is not women and girls alone who suffer. It damages all of us. The evidence shows that 
investing in women and girls delivers major benefits for society.” – President Jimmy Carter 
 

1) Recent figures by Voice for Utah Children show that Utah only pays women 70 cents on the dollar 
compared to men (as opposed to the national average of 79.2 cents), which leaves $1.6 billion in 
personal income that would be added to Utah’s economy each year if Utah’s wage gap were no 
larger than the nation’s. (Feb. 9, 2016) 
(SOURCES: 
http://www.utahbusiness.com/womens-tech-council-discusses-wage-gap-workplace-diversity/ 
http://www.utahchildren.org/images/pdfs/2015/WageGap.pdf ) 
 

2) In 2015 it was reported that Utah had the 4th largest gender gap in the nation. Utah’s wage gap has 
been closing, but at one of the slowest rates in the country. Men earn 26% more than women in 
Utah, compared to 20% in the Intermountain region, and 17.6% in the nation. 
(SOURCES:  
http://www.utahchildren.org/images/pdfs/2015/WageGap.pdf 
http://www.sltrib.com/home/3091319-155/why-is-utahs-gender-wage-gap 
https://jobs.utah.gov/wi/pubs/womencareers/factsheet.html ) 
 
According to the 2015 Status of Women in Utah report by the Institute for Women’s Policy 
Research, it will take Utah women until 2102 to achieve pay equity. 
(SOURCE: http://statusofwomendata.org/app/themes/witsfull/factsheets/factsheet-utah.pdf ) 
However, according to the American Community Survey for 2014 and 2016 reports, women in 
Utah only earn 67% of what men earn making the wage gap the 2nd highest in the nation (50 
states + DC).  
(SOURCES:  
https://www.census.gov/acs/www/data/data-tables-and-tools/ranking-tables/ and 
http://www.sltrib.com/home/3738626-155/utah-has-second-widest-wage-gap-between  
http://kutv.com/news/local/utah-women-stand-to-lose-big-in-gender-pay-gap ) 
 
This fact is corroborated by the AAUW gender pay gap report: 
http://www.aauw.org/resource/gender-pay-gap-by-state-and-congressional-district/  
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The gender wage gap is generally worse for black, Hispanic/Latina and Native American women 
whether they are compared to white males or to males of their same race/ethnicity. (SOURCE: 
http://www.aauw.org/2015/07/21/black-women-pay-gap/ ) 
 

3) On the somewhat positive side, the UT-2 Congressional District that encompasses Washington 
and Iron counties, has the lowest wage gap of all the districts (69.6% in 2014). 

 

 
(SOURCE: http://www.aauw.org/files/2015/10/Utah-Pay-Gap-2015.pdf ) 
 
In our catchment area (the AZ strip area), AZ-4 (most of Mohave county) has the 4th lowest wage 
gap (81.7%) of all AZ congressional districts. The Mesquite area, NV-4, has the second lowest 
wage gap (83.6%) of all NV districts. 
(SOURCES: http://www.aauw.org/files/2015/09/Arizona-Pay-Gap-2015.pdf and 
http://www.aauw.org/files/2015/10/Nevada-Pay-Gap-2015.pdf ) 
 

4) The National Women’s Law Center recently published data showing that 12% of all women in 
Utah are living in poverty, and 9% of all women age 65 and over are living in poverty.  This can 
often lead to homelessness. (SOURCE: Switchpoint Community Resource Center and National 
Women’s Law Center - nwlc.org ) 

 
Education and Health 
 
5) Utah women are less likely to complete bachelor's degrees. There is currently a 6% gap in 

Utah's population (ages 25 & over) with bachelor's degrees held by men versus women, which is 
the largest gap in the nation. (2013 Utah Women and Education Research and Policy Briefs) 
 

6) Utah ranks 50th in per pupil spending on education according to a 2015 study from the US 
Census Bureau, (SOURCES: http://member.sltrib.com/opinion/3523463-168/op-ed-heres-how-
we-can-get and http://www2.census.gov/govs/school/13f33pub.pdf and 
http://www.deseretnews.com/top/2663/0/See-which-states-spend-the-most-least-per-pupil-on-
public-education.html  ) 

 
7) UT ranks 40th of 50 states (+ DC) in number of women 40 or older having had a 

mammogram in the last 2 years. UT is 68.5%, US average is 74.9%. (2013 Kaiser Family 
Foundation) 

 
Data from 2012-14: US average for all women is 80% (includes DC, Guam, PR). Utah is at 76% 
ranking it 43 out of a possible 53. 
(SOURCE: http://kff.org/womens-health-policy/state-indicator/mammogram-rate-for-women-40-
years/ ) 
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2013-14: The same data from the state of Utah indicates 65.1%. However, SW Utah is 70.2%. 
(SOURCE: https://ibis.health.utah.gov/indicator/view/BreCAMam.LHD.html) 
 
2012: Utah ranked 45th of 50 states (+DC) in number of women 40 or older who had a 
mammogram in the last year.  
(SOURCE: http://www.cancer.org/acs/groups/content/@research/documents/document/acspc-
042725.pdf ) 
 

8) Utah has the highest population of young children in the nation—44% of which have been 
identified as living in low-income households, which is an added risk factor for potential delays. 
(SOURCE: United Way Utah (UNA 2016 application)) 
 

9) More than 10% of Utah seniors rely on nutrition programs like senior center meals and Meals on 
Wheels. (SOURCE: “Taking Care of Our Seniors” Research Report by the Utah Foundation, 
October 2015  http://aging.utah.edu/programs/utah-
coa/Taking%20Care%20of%20Our%20Seniors.pdf ) 

 
10) Utah's aging population 

The number of Utahns age 60 and older is expected to nearly double by 2030. According to the 
latest population projections published by the Governor's Office of Planning and Budget, seniors 
are expected to make up an increasingly large part of the overall population. There will be care 
and health issues to address. 
 
Statewide 
2010: 357,824 (seniors are 13 percent of total population). 
2030: 708,205 (seniors are projected to be 18 percent of the total population). 
Iron County 
2010: 6,400 (14 percent). 
2030: 11,061 (16 percent). 
Washington County 
2010: 31,167 (22 percent). 
2030: 91,696 (33 percent). 
(SOURCE: The Spectrum Newspaper 4/4/16 
http://www.thespectrum.com/story/news/2016/04/04/federal-help-coming-keep-seniors-
home/82632996/ ) 
 
In 2015/16 the current stats are: 
Iron County: 4,448 seniors 65+ or 9.8% of the population (51.8% are women) 
Washington County: 23,511 seniors 65+ or 17.25% of the population (52.6% are women) 
(SOURCES: 
https://suburbanstats.org/population/utah/how-many-people-live-in-washington-county 
https://suburbanstats.org/population/utah/how-many-people-live-in-iron-county ) 
 
More than 10% of Utah seniors rely on nutrition programs like senior center meals and Meals 
on Wheels. (SOURCE: “Taking Care of Our Seniors: An Assessment of Utah’s Aging Services”, 
a 2015 research report by the Utah Foundation) 

 
11) 13% of women in Utah are uninsured. The national average is 11.3%. (SOURCE: National 

Women’s Law Center - https://nwlc.org/state-by-state/ ) 
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Violence and Safety 
 
12) Since 2000, 42% of homicides in UT have been domestic violence related. In addition to 7 

episodes of familicide in the past 5 years, 30 instances of murder-suicide with a single victim were 
recorded statewide. (SOURCE: Utah Department of Health Statistics) Domestic violence rates 
are higher in UT compared with the rest of the nation  - as are suicide rates. (SOURCE: Salt 
Lake Tribune, 6/28/15, “Utah’s recent family murder-suicides: Why do they do it?”) 
 

13) During 2013, 2,862 women, men, and children were sheltered in 15 Utah domestic violence 
shelters. The total number of days individuals spent in domestic violence shelters was 98,717 
days. (SOURCE: http://nomoresecrets.utah.gov/Annual%20Reports/nms_annualreport_2014.pdf ) 
 

14) In (FY) 2013, 13,548 people received services through Utah’s Children’s Justice Centers. 
That same year, 70.7% of the total 5,455 reported victimizations were child sexual abuse cases. 
(SOURCE: http://nomoresecrets.utah.gov/Annual%20Reports/nms_annualreport_2014.pdf ) 
 

15) There were a total of 895 reported rapes during 2013. Note: It’s estimated that only 25% of 
cases are reported. (SOURCE: 
http://nomoresecrets.utah.gov/Annual%20Reports/nms_annualreport_2014.pdf ) 

 
16) In 2011, sexual assault cost Utah $4.8 billion. That’s almost 1,700 per Utah resident. In 2011 the 

Utah state government spent more than $92 million on people known to have perpetrated sexual 
violence while spending 16.5 million on those who experienced sexual violence. Only $569,000 
was spent on efforts to prevent sexual violence. (SOURCE: http://www.sltrib.com/news/3411129-
155/report-rape-costs-utah-48-billion?page=1 and Charlene Albarran Newsletter, September 15, 
2016 and http://www.health.utah.gov/vipp/topics/domestic-violence/ ) 

 
17) Utah’s rate of homicides related to domestic violence is an alarming 42%. This is especially 

disturbing when compared to the national average of 30%. (SOURCE: Dove Center Outreach 
newsletter, February 2016) ( http://fox13now.com/2015/03/04/utah-above-national-average-for-
domestic-violence-homicides-victim-advocates-seek-more-resources/ ) 

 
18) Suicide rates: In 2014, the suicide rate for women in UT was 10.1 per 100,000. The highest 

rates were among females ages 45-54, followed closely by 35-44, and 18-19 years of age.  
(SOURCE: https://ibis.health.utah.gov/indicator/complete_profile/SuicDth.html ) 
In 2012, for women 25-64, female suicides accounted for 17.2% of all suicides and 38% of all 
suicide attempts. Washington and Iron counties were NOT among the highest suicide rates for 
women in UT. 
(SOURCE: https://www.health.utah.gov/vipp/pdf/Suicide/2012WomenSuicides.pdf and 
http://www.standard.net/Health/2014/05/22/Utah-suicide-rate-soars ) 
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19) Violence and Safety in UT… 

 

 
(SOURCE: http://statusofwomendata.org/explore-the-data/state-data/utah/#violence-safety 
 
 

Representation 
 

20) Representation in 2017:  
The UT House of Representatives has 75 members. 14 are women = 18.6% 
The UT Senate has 29 members. 6 are women = 20.7% 
Total women in the UT legislature = 20. 
Total members of the UT Legislature = 104 
% of women in the UT Legislature = 19.2%. In 2016, it’s the 7rd lowest in the US. (In 2016 
UT was the 3rdth lowest in the nation.) CO had the highest with 42%. The average for the US is 
24.8% (SOURCE: National Conference of State Legislatures - http://www.ncsl.org/legislators-
staff/legislators/womens-legislative-network/women-in-state-legislatures-for-2017.aspx numb) 
 
The US House of Representatives has 435 members (83 women or 19.1%). There is one women 
from UT (out of 4 total members) 
The US Senate has 100 members (21 women or 21%). 0 women from UT (out of 2 total members) 
(SOURCE: http://www.cawp.rutgers.edu/women-us-congress-2017 ) 
 

21) Utah’s representatives in the US Congress 
On issues important to all women, we can look at the voting record of our representatives in 
Congress. In general, in the 112th, 113th,, and 114th Congress, they have not been supportive of bills 
that would benefit women and girls. A summary of their voting on bills before the 114th Congress 
of the US (First Session 2015) is below. (SOURCE: https://www.aauwaction.org/voter-
education/congressional-voting-record/ ) 

-Paycheck Fairness Act to update the 1963 law (Senate bill 862, House bill 1619): No 
vote was taken, but none of our representatives in Congress agreed to co-sponsor the bill 
(which would indicate their support). 
-No Child Left Behind (S. 1177, H.R. 5): Amend the current law. An amendment to this 
bill would have ensured that states maintain requirements and accountability for all 
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students in terms of college or career-aligned readiness standards. Neither of our senators 
voted for the amendment to the bill. 
In the House version, the act would have eliminated important federal protections and 
students’ civil rights, particularly for low income and underprivileged students, students 
of color, and students with disabilities. It would also lower education funding to 2012 
levels. H.R. 5 passed, was joined with the Senate passed Every Child Achieves Act to 
become the Every Student Succeeds Act and became law in Dec. 2015. All of our Utah 
representatives voted for this bill. 
-Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA): Reauthorized the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act of 1965 with amendments. The law replaced its predecessor, the No Child 
Left Behind Act (NCLB). It shifts the law's federal accountability provisions to states. 
Under the law, students will continue to take annual tests between third and eighth grade 
although the requirements for those tests were modified. Of our 6 representatives in 
Congress, 5 voted against this bill. 
-Survivor Outreach and Support Campus Act (S.706, H.R. 2680): Ensure that 
students have access to a confidential adviser as a liaison on campus. Neither of our 
senators agreed to co-sponsor the bill. 
The House version would help stem sexual harassment and violence on campuses by 
surveys, increasing incentives for schools to follow the law, and ensuring transparency 
about US Dept. of Education and Justice investigations. None of our representatives 
agreed to co-sponsor this bill. 
-Prohibit Federal Funding of Planned Parenthood (S. 1881, H.R. 3134): Bill was 
defeated on a procedural vote so it didn’t advance further. Both of our senators and all of 
our representatives voted for the bill (i.e., to defund Planned Parenthood) 
-Justice for Victims of Human Trafficking (S. 178): End the demand for illegal trade 
of human trafficking and support survivors. The bill passed. Both of our senators and all 
of our representatives (except 1 missing vote) voted for the bill. 
-Democracy for All (S.J. Res. 5, H.J. Res 22): Support a constitutional amendment that 
would overturn Citizens United. The amendment would restore the ability of Congress 
and state legislators to regulate the raising and spending of money in elections. Neither of 
our senators and none of our representatives agreed to co-sponsor this resolution. 
-Scholarships for Opportunity and Results Reauthorization Act (H.R. 10): Expand 
federally funded, private school vouchers for Washington, DC. Private schools do not 
have to follow many civil rights laws, including Title IX. And, in this case the voucher 
program doesn’t have to be accountable to taxpayers or DC’s city council. All of our 
representatives voted for the bill. 
-Sexual Assault Survivors’ Rights Act (H.R. 5578): establishes, for the first time, 
statutory rights in federal code for survivors of sexual assault and rape. The law impacts 
nearly 25 million estimated rape survivors in the United States.[1] This legislation was 
passed by the United States Congress in September 2016 and signed into law by US 
President Barack Obama on October 7, 2016. The law overhauls the way that rape kits are 
processed within the United States and creates a bill of rights for victims. Through the 
law, survivors of sexual assault are given the right to have a rape kit preserved for the 
length of the case's statute of limitations, to be notified of an evidence kit's destruction, 
and to be informed about results of forensic exams.[2] The main aim is to overhaul how 
assaults are reported, and lessen the burden on those who were assaulted, who are often 
discouraged by the amount of hurdles that they have to go through. The bill passed 
unanimously in both houses of Congress. 
 
 

22) In 2016, 28.1% of Utah state boards and commissions seats are held by women (692 of 2463). 
There is no comparable data for the US as a whole. However, CT, ND, and TX exceed 40% 
female representation on state boards, while ID and AK exceed 30%. Utah “power” boards are 
substantially below the overall percentages compared with other states in terms of female 
representation. For example: Natural Resources (9%), Governor’s Office of Economic 
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Development (18%), Legislative Branch (15%), Financial Institutions (19%), and Governor’s 
Office of Management and Budget (22%). 
(SOURCE: The Status of Women on Utah State Boards & Commissions 
http://www.uvu.edu/uwlp/docs/uwlpbrief2016no8.pdf ) 
 

23) In Utah, SB206 was passed in the 2016 legislature that makes treatment optional for those 
convicted of domestic violence: (SOURCES: https://le.utah.gov/~2016/bills/static/SB0206.html 
and http://www.sltrib.com/news/3616659-155/advocates-concerned-over-bill-that-
would#sthash.LRCkuQeF.gbpl&st_refDomain=www.facebook.com&st_refQuery=/ 

 
General Status and Equality 
 
24) UT ranked 25th overall in the US in WalletHub’s “Best and Worst States for Women” study 

reported in February, 2016. The ranking was based on women’s economic and social well-being 
and women’s health care and safety. 
 

 

 
 
(SOURCE: https://wallethub.com/edu/best-and-worst-states-for-women/10728/ ) 
 
Interestingly, UT ranked 1st in the nation as the state with the best economy in another 2016 study 
by WalletHub.  
(SOURCE: https://wallethub.com/states-with-the-best-economies/21697 ) 
  
 

25) UT ranked 50th overall in the US when it comes to women’s equality, as reported in WalletHub 
in August, 2016. The ranking was done by comparing workplace environment, education, and 
political empowerment in the 50 states. 
 

 

 
 
SOURCES: 
http://wallethub.com/edu/best-and-worst-states-for-women-equality/5835/ 
http://upr.org/post/utah-named-worst-state-womens-equality 

 
 
WASHINGTON COUNTY (and some other counties) STATISTICS 
 
Poverty and Housing 
 
1) In 2015, 15% of the population in Washington County was living below the poverty line, which is 

approximately the same as the national average of 14.7%. The largest group living in poverty is Male 
18-24, followed by Female 18-24 and Female 25-34. In 2016, the percent living in poverty might have 
dropped about a percentage point. 
The most common race or ethnicity living below the poverty line in the county is White (about 1,984 
people), followed by Hispanic or Latino (about 846 people). 
(SOURCE: https://datausa.io/profile/geo/washington-county-ut/ ) 
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2) 22.1% of children live in poverty in Washington County. The poverty level for a single parent with 
2 children is $17,568. 
27.2% of children live in poverty in Iron County. 
(SOURCE: Community Action Partnership of Utah Annual Report on Poverty 2015) 

 
3) More than 45 percent of children in Washington County are currently living in poverty or are at risk 

for intergenerational poverty. (SOURCE: St. George News, May 18, 2016 
https://www.stgeorgeutah.com/news/archive/2016/05/18/jla-state-local-leaders-aim-to-stop-poverty-
cycles-in-families/#.Vz-YCJMwhnv ) 

 
4) 50% of Washington County Elementary schools qualify for Title 1 status, meaning 60% of the 

students live in low income households. (SOURCE: Assistance League of Southern Utah) Note: 
Littlefield, AZ and Hildale/Colorado City stats are much worse – 94% and 86% respectively. 

 
5) 8.1% of household in Washington County are headed by women who are single mothers under 

18 years old. The state average is 6.1%. 
 
6) 5.6% of individuals 65+ in Washington County live in poverty. 

6.5% of individuals 65+ in Iron County live in poverty. 
(SOURCE: Community Action Partnership of Utah Annual Report on Poverty 2015) 

 
7) Housing for those living in poverty is severely lacking. 

There are 1530 affordable housing units available in Washington County for the 4468 households 
living in poverty (SOURCE: 2010 Census) 

 
In general in Iron, Kane, and Garfield counties in UT and Mohave county in AZ, there are less than 
half the affordable housing units for households living in poverty. 
(SOURCE: http://apps.urban.org/features/rental-housing-crisis-map/ ) 
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8) Homelessness 
The 2014 Comprehensive Report on Homelessness in Utah indicates that an estimated 946 individuals 
are or will become homeless in the Five County area each year. However, many more individuals are 
at risk. It is estimated that 47% of renters living in the Five County area are unable to afford a two 
bedroom apartment. (SOURCE: 
http://www.fivecounty.utah.gov/programs/community/CDBG/ConPlan/Five-County-AOG_5-Year-
Consolidated-Plan.pdf ) 

 
As of November, 2015, there were 833 homeless students in the Washington County School District. 
(SOURCE: http://www.good4utah.com/news/local-news/more-than-800-homeless-children-in-
washington-county and http://www.sltrib.com/home/3206232-155/homelessness-among-school-
children ) 
 
In 2016 there were 939 homeless students (and parents) in the Washington County School District 
and 356 in Iron County. (SOURCES: 
http://www.thespectrum.com/story/news/local/2016/11/19/washington-iron-county-home-1295-
homeless--risk-students/94128970/ and http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865668626/Homeless-
teens-have-unique-needs.html ) 
 
In 2015, Switchpoint Community Resource Center provided shelter and services to 140 single 
women (with no children living with them) over the age of 45. This means that they do not qualify 
for many types of federal assistance. 

 
9) 50% of Washington County Elementary schools qualify for Title 1 status, meaning 60% of the 

students live in low income households. (SOURCE: Assistance League of Southern Utah) Note: 
Littlefield, AZ and Hildale/Colorado City stats are much worse – 94% and 86% respectively. 

 
 
Education and Health 
 
10) The Early Head Start Research and Evaluation Project found that at the time of enrollment, over half of 

mothers reported elevated symptoms of depression that placed them over the clinical cutoff for 
depression. Amazingly, we have found in our service area that our rate is nearly double the national 
rate. 92% of mothers seeking enrollment in the TLC’s Early Head Start and Parents as Teachers 
programs report being depressed and overwhelmed to the point that they are not able to care for 
their basic daily living needs. (SOURCE: The Learning Center for Families, St. George, whose service 
area is Washington County and the AZ Strip.) 
 

11) In 2014, Washington County, along with the Paiute Indian Tribe of Utah (Cedar City) was 
targeted by the Utah Dept. of Health as an at risk community in terms of early childhood care 
and education. As a result, the Southwest Community Health Center and the Paiute Tribe received 
funding of $228,748 and $187,000 respectively from the Health Resources & Services Administration 
of the US Department of Health and Human Resources to deal with this problem. (SOURCE: 
http://www.hrsa.gov/about/news/2014tables/expandedservices/utah.html ) 

 
12) In Washington County, 16% of children under 18 have no health insurance.  

24% of those 18-64 have no health insurance. 
  
In Iron County, 15.4% of children under 18 have no health insurance. 26.10% of those 18-64 have no 
health insurance. 
 
(SOURCE: Community Action Partnership of Utah Annual Report on Poverty 2015) 
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Violence and Safety 
 

13) 100% of homicides in WA and IRON counties in 2012 were women. 100% of those murdered were 
by a boyfriend or husband (age range 5-80). 

 
14) In 2013 the Dove Center received 555 hotline calls, 220 referrals from police and the E.R.  

(SOURCE: The Dove Center, St. George) 
 
15) Through October of 2014, 493 hotline calls have been reported from victims, 66 referred from 

police and E.R. The St. George Police Department receives an average of 80 calls/per month for family 
violence events. (SOURCE: The Dove Center, St. George) 

 
16) In 2016, Washington County lags far behind other Utah counties in processing rape kits. (SOURCE: 

http://www.sltrib.com/news/3748805-155/justice-denied-most-utah-rape-kits ) 
 
17) Adult Protective Services – Washington County: The majority of victims are women. Out of 18-19 

cases per month, 12-13 are women. (SOURCE: Adult Protective Services – Washington County) 
 
18) Our representative in the US Congress voted against the Violence Against Women Act. 


