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Are you familiar with the term "giving circle"? A giving circle is created when several 
people decide to make a collective charitable contribution by individually donating a 
specified amount of money, pooling it all together, and jointly determining how the funds 
should be distributed. The idea behind a giving circle is that a single contribution of say, 
$100, to a charity is appreciated, but it really can't do a great deal for the charity's 
mission. However, if 10 people go in together to make a total contribution of $1,000, that 
can be quite significant. 

Seeing the beauty of this type of community action, a group of local women leaders 
recently established the Three Corners Women's Giving Circle. The stated purpose is to 
assist non-profits in our region -- including southwestern Utah and neighboring parts of 
Nevada and Arizona -- that work with women and girls. We are committed to improving 
the lives of women and girls in our communities, particularly in the areas of safety and 
health, economic advancement and leadership, and education. 

Washington County is generally considered a difficult place to raise money for charity. 
Perhaps that is because many families are donating a considerable amount to their 
church and the rest of their income goes to the usual necessities. In Atlanta or Houston 
or Denver or even Salt Lake City, it isn't difficult to find people who will write a check for 
$500 or $1,000 if asked. Here, not so much. I'm convinced that we can do better. 
Perhaps more financial generosity would be a way for those of us who are relatively new 
arrivals to demonstrate that we are, indeed, committed to this community. Even people 
who are part-time residents, who avail themselves of the beautiful weather and the 
friendly spirit here, could make a contribution to help create a better future for our 
women and girls. 

The Three Corners Women's Giving Circle is a great way to do this. Each member gives 
a modest $250 a year (or a much-reduced amount for students 25 and younger). We 
meet quarterly to hear from community leaders and to enjoy a convivial atmosphere, 
bringing snacks and drinks to share. We receive grant requests, which are screened by 
our steering committee. The finalists are then voted on by the membership, and our 
collective money is divided up among the several charities with the most votes of the 
members. All this is done under the auspices of the Community Foundation of Utah, a 
registered 501c(3). All contributions are tax deductible. It is fun; it is rewarding; and we 
are making a difference. 

This inaugural year, Giving Circle grants of several thousand dollars each will be 
presented to the Learning Center for Families, the Assistance League of Southern Utah 
and the Erin Kimball Foundation. 

We would like to double our membership and our impact in 2014. You can reach the 
Giving Circle at 3cornerswgc@gmail.com. Will you help? 
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