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Women Hold Up Half The Sky
WRITTEN BY Kim Konikow

No one can go it alone ... For females of all ages, the road seems to be particularly filled with obstacles including financial, 
educational and societal issues among others. But when women unite and act as catalysts for each other’s aspirations magic 
occurs. And so it was, that a group of women joined forces and something powerful happened - the creation of the Three 
Corners Giving Circle. 

Three Corners Giving Circle (TCGC) was created in 2013 encompassing women from Southern Utah, the Arizona strip 
and Mesquite, Nevada. Their purpose: Through philanthropic involvement, we empower women and girls in the three 
corners area by funding projects and programs in the areas of: safety and health, education and economic advancement and 
leadership. In their first year, the overwhelming support led to the TCGC providing financial assistance to three social service 
groups whose programs focused specifically on providing much-needed resources for women and girls in Southern Utah. 

Stephanie Martini, a youthful retiree from Silver Reef, is the founder 
of the Giving Circle. She met with various women in the community 
to discuss the idea, and discern if it would work in Southern Utah. 
Once the idea was cemented, a giving level had to be determined.  
A lower fee was set to make it easier to amass substantial membership. 
It was also decided to socially come together, quarterly, and include 
presentations by inspiring women. The vision is to have a fund of 
$50,000 in The Giving Circle, or about 200 members, creating a 
powerful influence in this community. 

Stephanie contacted the Department of Workforce Services to  
get some statistics for Washington County. In 2012, there was  
almost a 50% increase from 1964 of poor families with a female as the 
head of household. Only 2% of State funds went to women and girls 
in 2007 – Utah is 49th out of 50 in the number of women that even 
get mammograms.

Some other facts indicate that women tend to spread out their 
giving, by making donations to more varied number of charities, 
while men tend to concentrate their giving on a few organizations. 
Women tend to give to health and education organizations while 
men prefer to give to adult recreation.

Women are more informed about philanthropic choices, as well as 
more intentional with their time and money. Stephanie explained 
that forming the Giving Circle was not meant to replace any one 
person’s individual giving.

Over 50 groups and organizations were invited to apply for this 
inaugural funding cycle, using a list of local nonprofits that focus on 
women and girls. Fourteen applications were received. At voting, 
each Giving Circle member was asked to rank the five finalists, 
narrowed down by a small hard working committee, 1st through 5th 
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choice. If any members had a conflict of interest (real or perceived), 
they were asked not to vote. Since each applicant requested a 
different amount of money, the distribution was set after voting took 
place. The nonprofit The Community  Foundation of Utah (utahcf.
org), in Salt Lake City, serves as the group’s fiscal sponsor. Eventually, 
The Giving Circle may form their own nonprofit.

Stephanie recalls how The Giving Circle began. “I was watching 
an interview with a woman who started a website to get techies 
to donate to nonprofits. She was asked what made her passionate 
about her cause. She said it started with her frustration with the tech 
community’s lack of involvement with nonprofits. And then she said, 
‘my frustration is my passion’. It’s been a 10-year idea, but I was too 
busy working. I was spurred on by retirement.”

“I feel as though many younger women are just accepting the status 
quo, when we still have a long way to go towards equality on all fronts. 
I know this is a complicated issue, but we have to start somewhere. 
It’s this frustration that fueled my passion to get this started.”

Stephanie went to an all women’s 
college in the 60s and was 
surrounded by a hive of 
women’s rights activity. In 
the 70s, when she thought 
of the disadvantaged 
circumstances of women 
and girls, it was focused 
on women in Africa, 
the Middle East, North 
Korea -- almost any 
country except for the 
US and Western Europe. 
And she recalled the 80s 
in Boston -- no matter the 
season or the weather, she 
saw homeless women sleeping 
on benches, and women and 
children begging on street corners.

“Recently, I saw a mom in Walmart holding up the line because she 
had to put stuff back on the shelves. Maybe some girl affected by a 
program funded by The Giving Circle will be sparked to do the same 
thing wherever she moves to. “

“My friend Cindy Clemens wrote an article for a recent issue of Élan 
about defining your passion,” she said. “For me, the answer is to see real 
equality for women and girls, and what better place to start than right 
here at home. Sitting at home writing a check doesn’t inspire the same 
level of excitement and passion as does the synergy created by a group 
of people, making a greater impact with combined donation dollars.”

Women and girls face many severe challenges around the globe, but 
also in our own backyard. Stephanie Martini believes that by giving 
women and girls a hand locally in whatever possible, The Giving Circle 
can eventually impact the larger United States and world community. 

There are Giving Circles in Salt Lake City, Seattle, New York City, 
Saint Louis and in many other communities around the country. 
Members of “giving circles” pool their money, making grants to local 
nonprofit groups. They realize that one hefty contribution can have 
an immediate influence in a community.

The $3,000 grant given to The Assistance League of Southern 
Utah will be used to buy clothes, shoes, and literacy tools for 
about 30 girls in the Washington County intermediate and/or 
middle schools, expanding the reach of their Operation School 
Bell program beyond elementary schools. When basic needs 
are met, children can focus on their education, succeed in 
school and break the cycle of poverty. The Assistance League 
is a nonprofit, all-volunteer organization dedicated to enriching 
the lives of children in our community.
                                                                                                                                            
The Erin Kimball Foundation funds ($4,000) will be used to provide 
about 400 nights of shelter and support for local women fleeing 
domestic violence in the Five Counties area. The Erin Kimball 
Foundation exists to save lives and end the repeated trauma of 
family violence by providing the time, housing and specialized 
support for survivors to create healthy, loving and productive 
lives. The Foundation is a bridge from emergency shelters to 
independence for courageous survivors and provides stability 
while families gain the education, skills and strength to thrive.  

The Learning Center for Families will help to fund home-based 
mental health services to 50 high-risk pregnant women in our area 
with their grant of $4,000. The mission of The Learning Center is 
‘Promoting the Success of Children One Family at a Time’.

“The Giving Circle is the first group I have been involved with 
from its concept. It has been amazing to be part of a movement 
of women uniting to make a difference; women helping woman 
is part of our genetic makeup. This concept of pooling monies 
can make a tremendous impact on the future of a woman or girl, 
which extends into generations to come. It will become an ever-
expanding circle.”    
- Karen Smith

“I was involved in a Women’s Giving Circle in Colorado. The 
opportunity to help women in need was personally very 
satisfying.  Joining the Three Corners Giving Circle provides 
an opportunity to maximize the impact of our contributions 
by pooling resources. These grants can make a significant 
difference in the lives of women and or girls who are in need in 
our community. I believe that as women, we have an obligation 
to women and girls in need, to improve their quality of life.”   
- Donna Howell

“This is my first time participating in this type of project. I had not 
heard of several of the applicants before joining the circle. There 
is so much need among young girls who could use a little help to 
see their potential, to women who find themselves unexpectedly 
single and are trying to support a family, to widows who may not 
have access to the resources they had when they were younger.  
Who better to help than a group of women who may have 
experienced the exact same things as those we are helping?”    
- Erin O’Brien


